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upon you with gladness. What do you think of it, ay beloved
one?"

Tsui was saddened by the appeal because he did not know what
to say. Molo said, "Since you have resolved to leave this place, it
will be a simple matter to get you away." He first carried away
the dancer's boxes and bags in three trips and then said, "We must
make haste as daylight is beginning to break." So sayiag, he carried
Tsui under one arm and the dancer under the other and jumped
over the walls and so out of Ipin's mansion without any of the
guards knowing.

It was not until the following morning that the disappearance
of the dancer became known in Ipin's household. A.t the same
time the bodies of the dogs were discovered. Ipin was greatly
alarmed by these discoveries. "Our walls/' he said, "have always
been closely guarded and the doors securely locked. It looks as if
some one had flown in and left without a trace. It must have been
some swordsman 2 who carried the dancer away. Let us raise no
alarm so as not to antagonize him further."

For two years the dancer in red hid herself in Tsui's house. Then,
when spring returned, she went out to Chuchiang- to see the flower
festival. There she was seen by one of Ipin's servants, who reported
what he had seen to his master. Ipin summoned Tsui and ques-
tioned him. Not daring to conceal the truth any longer, the latter
told Ipin all the circumstances.

"It was wicked of the dancer to have done what she did," Ipin
said, "but after she has been in your service for more than a year
I shall not insist on punishing her guilt. However, I must rid the
land of the menace of such a man as your slave Molo." He
despatched fifty heavily armed men with instructions to surround
Tsui's house and capture Molo.

But armed with a dagger, Molo flew over the walls and flashed
through the air like an eagle. So quick was he that though the

Mk, hsieh~%Q or cbien-hsieh. He is like a knight-errant except that he
docs Bot champion any lady; he is something of a Robin Hood except that he
wodcs as a lone wolf. In some legends (as in "Yinniang" immediately following)
lie is eadowed with supernatural powers. See T. K. Chuan, "Some Hsieh Shih
Episodes/* Tien Han Monthly, May, 1939.